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EDITORIAL
events have taken place at Larsson since the last issue
of our magazine. Firstly, we are very proud of our acquisition of VK Mekaniska AB. It wasn’t our intention to grow through acquisition, but in this case it
was only natural since VK Mekaniska is our oldest and second biggest
sub-supplier. VK Mekaniska manufacture, among many other components,
hydrocyclone blocks, so everyone can easily understand how important VK
are to us.
QUITE A LOT OF EXCITING

founder and owner, said that he was planning to
withdraw in order to enjoy a well-deserved retirement and asked if we were
interested in taking over, it felt natural. Krister was something of a visionary
in appointing Alf Ericsson as deputy CEO 1.5 years ago.
The fact that Alf had had the experience of managing the company
was decisive for us.
VK possesses an impressive customer base consisting of high-profile
companies that require both first-class delivery performance and top-notch
quality, just as we do. Our aim was to secure an important provider that is also
a great asset to our group. It is inspiring and exciting to have VK in Larsson’s
sphere, and we are convinced that all parties involved will benefit from this.
WHEN KRISTER NILSSON,

THE DEVELOPMENT OF new

products is in progress and you can read more about
it later in the magazine. Our machines are used not just in the starch industry,
but in other sectors as well, and this can be the beginning of an exciting new
market. The new ceramic cyclones have many applications, which require
high durability and resistance to wear. The new air heater fits superbly into
our drying facilities, but can be used for other purposes as well.
All this makes us a reliable supplier of turnkey solutions that our customers
can benefit from.

“It wasn’t our intention to
grow through acquisition,
but in this case it was only
natural since VK Mekaniska
is our oldest and second
biggest sub-supplier.”

Jörgen Larsson
CEO and owner

Larsson i Barum AB

G. Larsson Dewatering
Technology AB

G. Larsson Starch
Technology AB

Larsson Starch Technology
(Guangzhou) Co., Ltd, China

G. Larsson Drying
Technology AB

VK Mekaniska AB

Larsson Rep. Office
Minsk, Belarus
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Larsson’s acquisition of VK Mekaniska
gave a vitamin injection to Alf
Ericsson, CEO, and Bo Möllerstedt,
production manager. “It feels fantastic
that the company has a new strong
owner,” they say in one voice.

VK Mekaniska has been Larsson’s sub-supplier for a whole
of 30 years. This is a record
indeed! When the owner
announced his retirement, it
felt only natural for Larsson to
acquire the company.
“It is a matter of securing and
maintaining competence,”
says CEO Jörgen Larsson.

Larsson Acquires Supplier
VK Mekaniska is the
sub-supplier who has
been working with
Larsson the longest.
The company specialises in CNC machining.
Their expertise has
come in handy, not to
mention the hydrocyclone blocks that Larsson has successfully
sold around the world. The details they manufacture are very advanced and theirs is the
knowledge that very few possess.

”This is a very well-managed company
which has always generated profit, regardless
of the economic situation. What is more, VK
Mekaniska has an excellent structure, with
companies such as Tetra Pak, Sandvik and
Getinge in its customer base. Their job requires highly qualified skills and they are
known for their high quality, reliable deliveries and tight tolerances,” says Jörgen Larsson.
”VK Mekaniska have been refining their
technology for 30 years and you would not
want this knowledge to pass to someone else.
Losing the company would have also meant
losing momentum in another positive trend.”

POWERGRIP® GT3

Synchronous belt covering a
wide variety of compact
and high-speed drives
www.gates.com

ptindustrial@gates.com
Kastellgatan 5, SE-254 66 Helsingborg
Tel. +46 (42) 38 03 00 • www.lonne.com
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17 employees can keep their jobs and continue working as usual.
Well, there will be some changes. At the beginning, we will focus on allowing everyone’s
experience and ideas to come to light in a good
way. The organisation structure is made more
even, and the appointed company’s CEO, Alf
Ericsson, takes over at the steering wheel after
the retirement of the former owner, Krister
Nilsson.
Of course, coordination gains can also be
expected on the procurement and administrative sides.

Subcontracting
– Milling & Turning processes
We process most materials. Our workshop has extensive
experience and ensures excellent performance and quality with
regard to different materials, from stainless steel to various plastics.
The company can handle batch sizes from 5–2 000 items.
Tel: +46 (0)46 20 79 90 • Fax: +46 (0)46 25 89 80
info@vkmekaniska.se • www.vkmekaniska.se

“We share the same vision,” says Alf Ericsson, CEO of VK Mekaniska.

“We are Fully
Compatible”
“I see the acquisition of our company by Larsson
Starch Technology as a very positive event. This is a
pro-active, modern owner who has the same values
as we do when it comes to quality and service, says
Alf Ericsson, CEO of VK Mekaniska.

”I am proud of my work and the quality we offer here,” says operator Halil Sadiku,
specialising in manufacturing hydrocyclone blocks for Larsson Starch Technology.

The sharp

choice for

the starch

industry

VK Mekaniska was founded in 1982 by Viktor and Krister
Nilsson. Since then the company has had a stable development and is now at the cutting edge in machining of
most materials with a focus on plastics, stainless steel and
aluminium.
The takeover by Larsson’s is felt as a new opening,
while at the same time, the new owner is regarded as a
strong and secure manager.
”We have the same vision and plans for the future. It
was vital that I said yes to being appointed CEO. We are
fully compatible,” says Alf Ericsson.
He has already drawn up a plan for the coming years,
which comprises everything from personnel development to heavy investments in machinery and equipment.
”We take special care of the personnel and expertise we
have. In the beginning, we do not have an ambition to
grow. We prefer to focus on maintaining the high quality
and the high level of service we offer to our existing customers. However, I must note that there are good opportunities for development and optimising our efficiency.
For example, I have experience from other companies
that have implemented Lean system and made other improvements. What is most important now is to work close
to the personnel and make sure that they still feel proud
and have a sense of commitment.”

A strong partner in
business and private
banking
Proud to be Larsson Starch banking
partner for many decades.
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Equipment and Know-how
for New Factory in China
Six containers with equipment are on
their way to Gangjin, China. They are
building a new factory and Larsson has
been entrusted with the delivery of
know-how and machines.
The end user is Heilongjiang Gangjin Food
Technology Development Co., Ltd., who are
in possession of starch noodle production
lines. Gangjin, which is a well known brand
name, belongs to Gangjin Group whose business scope includes civil construction, financing, etc. They are strongly motivated by
local government to go for potato starch production and have bought big field area for
planting potato.
The new factory is located in Ne He county,
Heilongjiang, traditionally a potato planting
province.
“The capacity is 70 tons of potato per hour.
Larsson supplied equipment and process
know how for the wet process, such as raspers, extractors, concentration and refining
hydrocylones, sandcyclones and pumps. The
containers are on the way already and the
plan is to start up the new factory next campaign, around September or October 2014”,
says Sarah Liu, office manager at Larsson
Starch Technology Co. Ltd, China.

In November, representatives from Heilongjiang Gangjin Food Technology Development Co. Ltd., visited
Larsson in Sweden. From left to right: Mr.Han Xinliang, project manager from Larsson Guangzhou office,
Mr.Chen Yupeng, Gangjin Vice General Manager, Mr.Jonas Oskarsson, Project manager from Larsson, Mr.Sun
Yanlin, Gangjin, General Manager, Mr.Jorgen Larsson, CEO of Larsson and Mr.Wang Dayong, Gangjin, Chief
Engineer

Larsson: Leader in China
Thanks to Seeing the Big Picture
The competition on the Chinese market is
increasing. Domestic manufacturers of
both machines and starch have advanced
in the past ten years.
Larsson Starch Technology is able to
successfully resist the competition and
remains unchallenged at the top.
The Chinese starch industry has matured in
the past ten years. A large number of starch
factories have been built, many of them using
equipment and technology from Europe, but
of course also from domestic manufacturers.
Potential buyers therefore know very well
where to get the best technology on the market.
“At the same time, the competition between
the starch manufacturers has increased. Energy and environmental questions must be taken
into account when considering new investments, which makes an impact to the costs
from the start. We are leaders in these and
many more other areas, which is why we can
stand up to the competition from domestic
manufacturers”, says Sarah Liu, office manager at Larrson’s office in China.
“We have a very professional attitude when
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“Turnkey solutions makes Larsson leader despite increased competition”, says Sarah Liu, office manager at
Larsson’s office in China.

it comes to know-how and manufacturing.
Our processes are more sophisticated and we
have turnkey solutions for all needs. We are

undoubtedly the leading European manufacturer on the Chinese market and we will continue to develop new solutions all the time.”

NEWS

Two New Lines
in Thailand
Eiam Tongchai 2 has ordered two
complete wet processes.
The first one is being installed right
now, while the equipment for the
second wet process is in production .

Energy Savings
in Focus
While Building Giant Factory

The Thai company Eiam Tongchai has
ordered two identical lines from Larsson. Both lines are complete and extend from raspers to the refined starch
tanks, with a capacity of 200 tonnes of
tapioca starch per day.
”We have become better at standardising our work without getting stifflegged in the process. This means improved efficiency and cost savings for
the customer,” says project engineer
Jonas Oskarsson.

Chinese company Heilongiang Pengcheng Bio-chemical Co.
Ltd is about to build one of the world’s largest starch factories
of its kind.
Energy consumption has been a great concern and therefore they opted for Larsson’s revolutionary heat recovery units.
Heilongiang Pengcheng Bio-chemical Co. Ltd
is a new company but the investor Jilin Hualiang Bio-chemical Co. Ltd, who is from a
neighbouring province, is already involved in
manufacturing of products from corn processing, including spirit, fusel oil, DDGS etc.
The company is invited by local government
of Yi An county to build a corn starch factory
in their area to boost the local industry.
The new factory is designed to process
700,000 tons of corn per year. When it is finalized it will be one of the biggest of its kind
in the world.
“The investor is rather concerned about
the energy consumption of such a huge factory. They have been looking for energy saving methods and found out that Larsson’s
heat recovery units are very interesting, says
Sarah Liu”, office manager at Larsson Starch
Technology Co. Ltd, China.
Due to the use of special materials, it has an
efficiency of up to 90% for the recovery of the
heat of the exhaust air from their big dryers.
“They made a calculation and they could
earn back the investment in less than one
year. This revolutionary product is Larsson’s
new development and the customer placed

an order for 8 units, two for each dryer. And
we are all very impatient to see their performance”, says Sarah Liu.
She believes that 2014 will become an exciting year when these 8 heat recovery units
are put in operation in that area known for its
long cold winter which makes energy saving
a very interesting subject.
Larsson Magazine will of course continuosly monitor how this project proceeds.

The First Choice
for Beidahuang
When Beidahuang management
decided to buy some European
equipment for their new factory
they did not hesitate to go for
Larsson.
Beidahuang Fengyuan Wheat Industry
Ltd is a sister company of Beidahuang
Potato Industry Ltd, who has good experience of Larsson machinery. To
their new factory Larsson will supply
one hydocyclone unit for the wheat
starch factory which is located in the
suburbs of Harbin city, Heilongjiang
province. The unit is already delivered
to the site for installation.

Larsson’s heat recovery unit.
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New Hydrocyclones for the Chol Charoen Group:

“Many Advantages for the Customer”
The Thai Chol Charoen Group
with its seven factories is
an important and returning
customer.
”When it is a matter of energy
and water saving, we are always
the supplier that they think of,”
says Isak Larsson, in charge of
the installation of the new
hydrocyclones.
Throughout the years, Larsson Starch Technology has made a name for itself when it
comes to water and energy saving. The Chol
Charoen Group has recently purchased a recycling and a refining hydrocyclone units for
their factory Kaen Charoen 2, with capacity
of 200 tonnes per day.
”Our hydrocylones have several obvious
advantages as compared to the separators
currently used at the factory. The solution
will be much more flexible in terms of capacity. It will be possible to concentrate the
starch to a higher density and separate the fibres more effectively. The required maintenance will be simpler and less expensive for

Isak Larsson is in charge of the installation of the new hydrocyclones.

the customers,” says Isak.
He and his colleagues have been able to see
in previous installations that it works well
and that big savings can be made out of it.

”The manufacturing is at the starting point
and the machine will be commissioned in the
first half of 2014. This is my first project, and
it feels exciting”, says Isak Larsson.

One of these samples has optimum characteristics.
The Laboratory extruder KEDSE 20/40 D knows which.
Simulate your production and develop
your products more efficiently with the
Brabender® Laboratory extruder
KEDSE 20/40 D.

■
■
■
■

Product manufacture on a laboratory scale
Ensuring a constantly high product quality
Quicker change of experimental conditions
Simple and easy cleaning

Brabender® technology optimises the quality of
your raw materials and ensures your success.
Brabender® GmbH & Co. KG · www.brabender.com
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Lyckeby Accumulates Strength
Buying New And Customising Old Machinery
Currently Lyckeby Starch AB has four
factories in Sweden. Soon the operations
will be focused in just three.
Larsson has participated in the consolidation of existing machines, but has also
delivered two new lines.
For many years, Lyckeby has been planning
the consolidation, and the implementation
phase has finally begun. Everything must be
ready for next year’s campaign, which, in
Sweden, starts in August and continues until

December. The restructuring and several important
preparations
were completed earlier
this year.
”The customer does
most of the work on
their own, but we contribute by rebuilding
the existing machines
Måns Elmberg, Design to adapt them to the
Engineer at Larsson.
new flows. I think that

we have been quite successful in that. We
have also delivered two complete extractor
lines with a direct drive, so quite a lot is brand
new,” says design engineer Måns Elmberg
and adds:
”The customer has extensive expertise and
we have had many discussions, which have
been stimulating for both parties. Coming
close to the customer and understanding
their thoughts, problems and ideas are very
important for us.

Södra Cell’s Extreme Requirements
Result in New Solutions
The processes at a paper mill are a very
tough environment for the machinery. In
collaboration with Swedish customer
Södra Cell, Larsson has developed special
centrifugal sieves.

because of the very high pH value, have been
an exciting challenge.
”We have reviewed our principles in the
choice of materials for the sieves. This partnership has been revolutionary for us and at
the same time it feels great that a door has

opened to this business sector. The paper industry has become more focused on in-house
development, looking for suppliers to work
with on a large scale. This is where we come
in a very specific way,” says Jonas.
The sieves will be delivered in January 2014.

Södra Cell is one of the world’s largest paper
pulp suppliers with a total annual production
of 1.6 million a year. They have developed
their own technology and process. A little
while ago, one of their engineers caught sight
of Larsson Starch Technology’s products. An
inquiry was sent to Larsson whether Larsson
could be of assistance in their development.
”This resulted in a very fruitful cooperation where we began to explore new features
in our machines. Then we conducted smallscale trials and tests on their premises. The
outcome was so great that they decided to
place an order for four complete centrifugal
sieves of the model GL1050,” says Jonas Oskarsson, senior project engineer.
He points out that Södra Cell’s requirements, where the medium is extremely tough
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Now we introduce our
energy efficient helical
bevel gears with motors in efficiency class IE4

www.sew-eurodrive.se
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www.samson.se

Control valves

SEW-EURODRIVE – Driving the world

add Knowledge
and Experience
Johan Nyrén and Daniel Sandström are new faces in the
company. Both are attracted by the positive development in the company and their experience is now an
integral part of the company’s continued expansion.
Johan Nyrén is a project engineer. He has worked as an engineer at Ekström & Son, a company which deals with pressure vessels, heat exchangers and high-temperature solutions. This knowledge is valuable to Larsson’s ambition to
continue concentrating on drying technology.
“It is very satisfying! The Larsson Group runs on development and there are always new projects in progress”, says
Johan.
In his previous job, he participated in many major startups of factories around the world and feels at home when
working in an international company.
“I hope to be able to contribute with input from my experience and what I have learnt at different factory sites. The
foodstuff industry is new to me, because I have worked
mostly in the chemical and petrochemical industry. It is exciting”, he says.
Daniel Sandström is employed as a design engineer. He
has more than thirty years of experience in the manufacturing industry in different positions and companies. He has a
broad competence in construction, preparation, production
and problem-solving in combination with IT and CNC technology.
“The company’s unique long-term and continuous investments in new products make me feel great here. The next
five years will be very exciting in Larsson’s history and I
hope to be able to add new competences and new technology to the company, at the same time as I learn new things”,
he says.

Ceramic Cyclones

NEWS

for Increased Wear Resistance

Several Advantages
of Modern Video
Technology
The world is brought closer together
thanks to video conferencing.
“It simplifies the cooperation
process, saves time and money, and
is good for the environment,”
clarifies IT specialist Marcus
Widerberg.
Jan Hamer with the new ceramic cyclone.

The company operation area is expanding
with the coming of new technologies and
new areas of application.
“We encounter more and more applications with wear resistance requirements,
which is why we focus on ceramic
cyclones,” says Jonas Oskarsson, project
engineer.
The cyclone technology is well-established in
the starch industry. Traditionally, Larsson
works mostly within the starch industry and
meets its requirements. However, more and
more often now, the company receives inquiries from other industry sectors, which
have more stringent durability requirements.
“This has triggered us, and in this context,
the ceramic construction has been updated,”
says Jonas Oskarsson and points at several
new partnerships created with sub-suppliers
as an aftermath.
”They are experts in their respective areas
and together we have updated our know-how
and conducted small-scale tests. We have

seen the big picture, from basic construction
to finished product, and this has been a useful
exercise for us, which will be shared with all
our customers,” says Jonas.
The new products supplement Larsson’s
existing portfolio.
”We have become both better and more
confident to think outside the box,” concludes
Jonas.
In the next issue of the magazine we will tell
you about one specific project where ceramic
cyclones have been used. The project is in progress and will be commissioned next summer.

Now, Larsson can
connect to employees, customers and suppliers
anywhere in the
world. More effective work and
deeper collaboration are the primary reasons for this
investment. Video Marcus Widerberg,
conferences can IT specialist.
replace some trips
that used to be made before, because
the system also makes it possible to
present drawings and any other materials the participants display on their
screens.
“The trend is clear, the technology
has been available for a long time, but is
now becoming more easily accessible
as more and more people acquire it,”
says Marcus Widerberg.

Synchronous Reluctance
motors and drive package

Get the best of both worlds. The benefits from a motor with permanent magnets combined with
the simplicity of an induction motor.ABB’s new motor series SynRM available in two variants:
• Super Premium performance that meets efficiency class IE4
• High output performance that allows space optimization or higher power output
Both versions utilize reluctance technology that lowers losses in the motor significant.

ABB AB
Svensk Försäljning
Motorer och Drivsystem
Tel. +46 21-32 50 00
www.abb.se
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G. Larsson Starch Technology AB
Address: P.O. Box 89, SE-295 21 Bromölla, Sweden
Visiting Address: Kråkeslättvägen 8
Phone: + 46 456 486 60
Fax: + 46 456 226 90
E-mail: larsson@larssonsweden.com
Web: www.larssonsweden.com

We provide help from spare parts to complete plants! The sources of Larsson’s activities
are know-how and quality. Together we have the resources and the contacts required to
provide help regarding starch production. We work worldwide. Do not hesitate to contact us!
Jörgen Larsson

Jan Hamer

Torleif Svensson

CEO and Sales Director

Technical Director

Purchasing Director

Phone: +46 456 48661
E-mail: jorgen.larsson@
larssonsweden.com

Phone: +46 456 48663
E-mail: jan.hamer@
larssonsweden.com

Phone: +46 456 48673
E-mail: torleif.svensson@
larssonsweden.com

Tonnie Karlsson

Isak Larsson

Tomas Nilsson

CFO

Project and Design Engineer

Project Engineer and seller

Phone: +46 456 486 77
E-mail: tonnie.karlsson@
larssonsweden.com

Phone: +46 456 486 62
E-mail: isak.larsson@
larssonsweden.com

Phone: +46 40 6312670
E-mail: tomas.nilsson@
larssonsweden.com

Jonas Oskarsson

Pella Bayer

Jacob Larsson

Project Engineer and seller
modified starch.

Purchaser & Spare parts seller

Commissioning Technician
Used equipment sales Manager,
Spare part seller.

Phone: +46 733 89 55 55
E-mail: jacob.larsson@
larssonsweden.com

Stefan Nilsson

Thomas Johansson

Richard Klang

Project Engineer

Project Engineer

Project Engineer

Phone: +46 456 486 76
E-mail: stefan.nilsson@
larssonsweden.com

Phone: +46 456 486 67
E-mail: thomas.johansson@
larssonsweden.com

Phone: +46 456 486 71
E-mail: rickard.klang@
larssonsweden.com

Måns Elmberg

Stefan Bengtsson

Johan Nyrén

Design Engineer

Design Engineer

Project and Design Engineer

Phone: + 46 456 486 68
E-mail: mans.elmberg@
larssonsweden.com

Phone: +46 456 486 66
E-mail: stefan.bengtsson@
larssonsweden.com

Phone: +46 456 486 72
E-mail: johan.nyren@
larssonsweden.com

Eva Larsson

Sarah Liu

Olga Bulai

COO

Office Manager, China

Office Manager, Belarus

Phone: +46 456 48670
E-mail: eva.larsson@
larssonsweden.com

Phone: +86 20 8920 2195
E-mail: sarah.liu@
larssonsweden.com

Phone: +375 296 67 20 59
E-mail: olga.bulai@
larssonsweden.com

Our partners:

Hansa International Co., Ltd.

Tel: + (66-0)2732-3956 • Fax: (66-0)2732-3188
E-mail: hansa@hansa-boiler.com
Web: www.hansa-boiler.com
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